URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  COLNE  VALLEY 

„ ' •\  i 1 > 

•v  • ••  — 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1949 


BY 

ERIC  WARD 

M.R.C.S.,  LR.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


SLAITHWAITE  : 

A.  T.  GREEN  & CO..  CARR  LANE 
1950 


URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  COLNE  VALLEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

. For  the  Year  1949 


BY 

ERIC  WARD 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


SLAITHWAITE  : 

A.  T GREEN  & CO.,  CARR  LANE 
1950 


CONTENTS 


Page 

SECTION  I Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  ...  6 

SECTION  II  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  lo 

SECTION  III  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  12 

SECTION  IV  Housing  17 

SECTION  V Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  19 

SECTION  VI  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other 

Diseases  23 

SECTION  VH  Services  provided  under  Part  HI  of  the  National 

Health  Service  Act  la 


For  Index  see  East  Page. 


Colne  Valley  Urban  District 


LIST  OF  COUNCILLORS 
for  the  year  1949. 

Chairman  : 

G.  VVIMFENNY,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

F.  S.  BAMFOK'I  H,  Esq. 


Mrs.  A.  ALLOT! 

A.  E.  BAILEY,  Esq. 

A.  J.  BOLTON.  Esq. 

E.  BUMFORD,  Esq. 

E.  COOK,  Esq. 

F.  CROWTHER,  Esq. 

J.  DALBY,  Esq. 

J.  j.  DRANSFIELD,  Esq. 
H.  E.  EASTWOOD,  Esq. 
E.  E.  FIRTH.  Esq. 

J.  FRANCE,  Esq. 

G.  R.  GARS  IDE,  Esq. 


M.  (iLEDHILL,  Esq. 

A.  R.  HOLLINGWORTH,  Esq. 

(Dec’d) 

C.  HOYLE,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  LOCKWOOD, 

J.  C.  MELLOR,  Esq. 

R.  REDFERN,  Esq. 

N.  H.  RICHARDSON, Esq. 

F.  H.  RUSSELL,  Esq. 

O.  SHAW,  Esq. 

L.  STOCKDILL,  Esq. 

J.  E.  SYKES.  Esq.  J.P. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ■ 

ERIC  WARD,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

« Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  G.  SMEATON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(appointed  8th  March,  1949) 

Chief  Sanitary  Insp)€ctor  and  Qeansing  Superintendent  : 
A.  SCHOFIELD.  M.S.LA. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Insp)cctors  : 

H.  A.  LETT,  M.S.LA. , A.R.S.I. 
D.  SUTCLIFFE,  M.S.LA.,  A.R.S.I. 

Rodent  Op)erator  ; 

L.  ELLIS. 


3 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

W Ooclville, 

Scar  Lane, 

Golcar, 

Nr.  Huddersfield. 
December,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Colne  Valley  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  2nd  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Colne  Valley  Urban  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  I949-  The  Report  is  the  12th  in 
the  scries  since  the  formation  of  the  enlarged  Urban  District  in  1938. 

During  the  year  the  development  of  the  County  Council  Scheme 
of  Divisional  Health  Administration  has  continued  with  satisfactory 
results. 


Improvement  in  the  organisation  of  the  Department  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  continued  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  the  Council  agreed  to  appe  int  a third  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector.  This  appointment  will  make  it  possible  for  more 
routine  visits  to  be  paid  to  a variety  of  premises  and  in  particular  to 
those  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  a slight  fall  on  that  of  the 
previous  year,  whilst  the  Crude  Death  Rate  is  practically  unchanged. 
Mild  Scarlet  P'ever  continued  to  be  prevalent  throughout  the  year  and 
21  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  occurred  during 
the  summer. 

The  last  section  of  the  Report  consists  of  a summary  of  the 
Health  Services  provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  in  the 
area. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  your  continued  support  and  to  record  my 
appreciation  for  the  help  and  co-operation  given  to  me  by  your  Clerk 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  ]\Ir.  A.  Schofield  and  other  Officials  of  the 
Council. 


I am. 


\ our  obedient  ser\^ant, 

ERIC  WARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1948) 
Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1949) 

! Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (March,  1950.)  ...  

' Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1950)  ...  

1 Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (March,  1950)  

' 2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


16,052 

22,180 

22,230 

7.752 

£124.646 

£488 


Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

166 

158 

324 

Illegitimate  

9 

4 

13 

Total  

175 

162 

337 

Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  : 15.16 

Still  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

6 

7 

13 

Illegitimate  ...  ,... 

... 

— 

— 

Total  

6 

7 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  hjirths 

: 37-14 

Deaths  : Males  157,  Females  160 

. . . ...  ...  ... 



317 

Crude  Death  Rate  Per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

14.26 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

13.12 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 





Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of  age  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate  ...  ••• 

. . . 

' 

Total  

3 

h— ' 

5 

8 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  23.74 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  24.69 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.36 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ;•  •••  0-49 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ...  1.30 

Cancer  ..s  •••  

Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles, 

Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diphtheria) 0.04 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2 years  of  age)  ...  i 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  children  under 

2 years  of  age  per  1,000  births  , 2.97 
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Section  1. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  varied  in  character.  Industrial  communties 
occupy  the  Valley  whilst  small  hamlets  and  scattered  farms  are  found 
on  the  uplands  wiiich  lie  on  each  side  and  at  the  head  of  the  valley. 

The  principal  industry  of  the  Distriict  is  the  manufacture  of 
te.xtiles.  Quarrying  and  agriculture  also  provide  employment  for  a 
fair  number  of  persons. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1949 
was  22,230  as  compared  with  22,180  at  mid-1948.  This  increase  is  due 
partly  to  an  excess  of  birtlis  over  deaths  of  20,  but  mainly  to  an  influx 
of  population  from  other  areas. 


Birth* 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  out>vard  transferable  births, 
a net  total  of  337  live  births  (175  male,  162  female)  was  registered  in 
the  District  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  34  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  is  15.16  per  i.-ooo  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  16.73  lor  the  previous  year,  16.7  for  England  and  Wales, 
17.2  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  16.8  for  the 
Aggregate  West  Riding  Urban  Districts. 

The  Illegitimate  Live  Births  numbered  13  or  3.86%  of  the  total 
live  births,  a decrease  of  2 or  0.18°^  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

Stillbirths. 

After  adjustment  \for  transfers,  13  stillbirths  were  registered 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  7 for  the  previous  year.  This  figure 
gives  a rate  -of  37.14  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  and  0.58  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  wifth  18.52  and  0.31  respectively  for  1948. 

EXeaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths, 
the  n'^t  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  District  was  317 
(157  male,  160  female),  an  increase  of  i compared  with  the  total  for  the 
year  1948. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  war,  area  comparability  factors  arc 
available  for  the  year  1949  and  for  your  District  this  is  0.92.  This  is 
a factor  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  area  should  be  multiplied 
in  order  to  make  it  comparable,  from  a mortality  point  of  view,  with  the. 
crude  death  rate  of  the  country  as  a whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any 
other  local  area,  -the  crude  death  rate  of  which  should  be 
similarly  modified  with  its  own  factor  for  the  purpose.  If  the  populations 
of  all  areas  were  similarly  constituted  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their 
sex  and  age  group  components,  their  crude  death  rates  (deaths  per  1,000 
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■population)  could  be  accepted  as  valid  comparative  measures  of  the  mor- 
talities experienced  by  the  several  populations.  In  practice,  however, 
populations  are  not  thus  similarly  constituted  and  their  crude  death  rates 
tail  as  true  comparative  mortality  indices  in  that  their  variations  are  not 
due  to  mortality  alone  but  arise  also  from  d,ifferences  in  their  population 
constitution,  i.e.  of  two  areas,  that  containing  a much  larger  proportion 
of  elderly  people  would  in  all  probability  have  the  higher  crude  death 
rate  ana  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  vhat  the  general  health  conditions  of  its 
population  may  be  the  better  of  tne  two.  The  adjusted  death  rate  takes 
into  account  the  variations  in  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population. 

The  ADJUSTED  DEATH  KATE  is  13- 12  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  Crude  Death  Kate  is  14.26  as  compared  with  a Crude 
Death  Kate  of  14.24  for  the  previous  year, 

The  following  were  the  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of 
frequency  : — > 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  ...  117 

(ii)  Cancer  44 

(iii)  Intra-cranial  V^ascular  Lesions  37 

(iv)  Kespiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ^ 29 

(v)  Violence  13 

(vi)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  il 

(vii)  Nephritis  10 

These  7 causes  accounted  for  82.33%  of  the  total  deaths.  Par- 
ticulars of  the  various  causes  of  death  and  of  the  age  and  sex  distribution 
are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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0- 


\ 

1 

All 

Causes  of  Death 

SexjAges 

All  Causes 

M 

167 

F 

160 

1 . Typhoid  /Paratyphoid 

M 

.... 

Fevers 

F 

2.  Cerebro — Spinal  Fever 

M 

v 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

M 

F 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

M 

F 

5.  Diphtheria 

M 

F 

.... 

6.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M 

/ 

system 

I< 

M 

1 

7.  Other  forms  of 

2 

tuberculosis  .... 

F 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease 

M 

1 

F 

1 

9.  Influenza  

M 

4 

F 

2 

10.  Measles  

M 

F 

1 1 . Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

M 

2 

polioencephalitis 

F 

3 

12.  Acute  Infectious 

M 

Encephalitis 

F 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity 

M 

2 

& Oesophagus  (M)  .... 

. Cancer  of  Uterus  (F) 

F 

6 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

2 

Duodenum 

F 

2 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

F 

4 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

M 

14 

F 

14 

17.  Diabetis 

M 

1 

F 

3 

18.  Intra-Cranial  Vas. 

M 

18 

Lesions 

F 

19 

19.  Heart  Disease 

M 

54 

F 

53 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the 

M 

5 

Circulatory  System  . . 

F 

i) 

21.  Bronchitis  

M 

7 

F 

11 

22.  Pneumonia  

M 

4 

F 

2 

23.  Other  Respiratory 

M 

3 

Diseases 

F 

2 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

1 

Duodenum 

F 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  .... 

M 

F 

1 

26.  Appendicitis  .... 

M 

.... 

F 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

M 

1 

F 

.... 

28.  Nephritis 

M 

4 

F 

6 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

F 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

F 

31.  Premature  Birth 

M 

T7 

1 

1 

1 

32.  Congenital  Malforma- 

M 

tions  Birth  injury:  Inf  Dis. 

F 

1 

33.  Suicide 

M 

3 

1 

i 

4 

34.  Road  Traftic  Accidents 

M 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes.  .. 

M 

36.  All  other  Causes 

M 

4 

IG 

1 

F 

16 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality. 


causes. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other  maternal 

Infant  Mortality. 


After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  there  were  8 deaths 
(3  male,  5 female)  of  infants  under  i year  of  age. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  is  23.74  P^r  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  24.26  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  is  24.69  as  compared  with  22.47  for  the  year  1948, 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under  i year  of 

age. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


BIRTH  RATE 

Per  1,000  estimated 

population  ... 

Colne  Valley 
Urban 
District 

15.10 

Aggregate 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

1G.8 

West  Riding 
Admin. 
County 

17.2 

England 
and  Wales 
(provisional 
figures) 

16.7 

DEATH  RATES 

All  per  1,000  estimated  .... 
population 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

14.20 

12.5 

12.1 

11.7 

All  Causes  (Adjusted)  ..  . 

13.12 

12.8 

« 

— 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven 
principal).... 

0.04 

0.08 

0.08 

« 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  ... 

0.30 

0.32 

0.32 

0.40 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.13 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

Respiratory  Diseases  (ex- 
cluding Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system) 

1.30 

1.48 

1.44 

• 

Cancer 

1.98 

1.88 

1.81 

1.87 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Diseases  .. 

5.20 

4.30 

4.19 

# 

INFANT  MORTALITY  .... 

1:3.74 

37 

38 

32 

DIARRHOEA 

Deaths  of  infants  under  2 
years  of  age  per  1,000  live 
births 

2.97 

3.01 

3.27 

3.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

Nil 

0.15 

0.15 

0.22 

Other  Causes 

Nil 

O.CO 

0.08 

0.76 

Total 

Nil 

0.75 

0.83 

0.98 

* Figures  not  available 
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Section  ll. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Staff. 

In  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  a part  time 
officer,  the  staff  consists  of  a Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  the 
Cleansing  Superintendent,,  2 District  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a clerical 
staff  of  two. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  the  bacteriological  laboratory  work  required  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Department  and  by  General  Practitioners  is  carried  out 
at  the  Wakefield  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  .Research 
Council,  whilst  samples  of  water  for  chemical  examination  are  sent  to 
the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Richardson  & Jeffe,  Public  Analysts,  Brad- 
ford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.. 

The  ambulance  of  the  Jsolation  Hospital  to  which  the 
patient  is  admitted  is  used  for  the  removal  of  the  patient. 

(b)  Cases  of  sickness  and  accident. 

An  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  the  Colne  Valley  Urban  District  being  in 
Ambulance  Area  No.  i6.  The  principal  depot  for  the  area  is 
situated  at  Huddersfield. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  : Home  Nursing  is  undertaken  by  3 Home  Nurses  em- 

ployed by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  and  resident  at 
Golcar,  Linthwaite  and  Marsden. 

Midwifery  : There  are  two'  whole-time  midwives  employed  by  the 

West  Riding  County  Council  who  are  stationed  at  (iolcar  and 
Slaithwaitc  In  addition  the  Home  Nurse  resident  at  Marsden 
is  also  a practising  midwife- 

Further  details  of  the  nursing  services  provided  in  the  area  will 
be  found  in  Section  VII  of  this  report. 

Treatment  Centres,  Clinics  and  Hospitals. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Held  weekly  on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  Golcar  and  Slaith- 
waite.  and  on  Thursday  afternoon  at  Linthwaite  and  Marsden. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Until  the  ist  April,  T94Q  clinics  were  held  monthly 
at  Linthwaite  and  twice  monthly  at  Golcar  Marsden  and 
Slaithwaite.  Owing  to  the  falling  off  of  attendances  the 
clinic  at  Linthwaite  was  then  discontinued  and  the  clinics  at  Marsden 
and  Slaithwaitc  were  reduced  to  once  each  month  as  follows  : — 

Golcar  : 2nd  and  4th  Monday  morning  in  the  month. 

Marsden  : 3rd  Monday  afternoon  in  the  month. 

Slaithwaite  s 2nd  Wednesday  morning  in  the  month. 
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School  Climes 

No  special  School  Clinics  arc  held  in  the  District  but  school- 
children  are  seen  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  Sessions. 


All  these  clinics  are  held  in  the  following  premises  : — 


Linthwaite  : 
Golcar  : 
Marsden  : 
Slaithwaite  : 


Grove  House,  Linthwaite. 

Woodvrlle,  Scar  Lane,  Golcar, 
Conservative  Club,  Marsden. 

Central  Hall,  New  Street,  Slaithwaite. 


Chest  Clinic 


Held  on  Tuesday  afternoon  and  Friday  afternoon  at  i,  Peel 
Street,  Huddersfield, 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 

Held  at  York  Place,  New  North  Road,  Huddersfield,  Clayton 
Hospital,  Wakefield,  and  the  General  Infirmary,  Dewsbury. 

Hospitals. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  ; 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  Colne  Valley  is  placed 
in  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospi^.al  Area,  and  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  other  than  smallpox,  are  admitted  to  the  Mill  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital,  Huddersfield. 

Accommodation  for  cases  of  Smallpox  is  provided  by  the 
Regional  Board  at  Cottingham  .Smallpox  Hospital,  Cotting- 
ham,  East  Yorkshire. 

(b)  General  Hospitals  : 

Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary. 

Staincliffe  General  Hospital,  Dewsbury. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Dcanhousc,  Holmfirth. 

(c)  Maternity  : Arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  of 
patients  to  the  Princess  Royal  Maternity  Home,  Huddersfield, 
and  various  general  hospitals- 
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Section  Hi 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

The  Huddersfield  Corporation  are  the  Statutory  Water  Under- 
takers for  the  Colne  Valley  area  with  the  exception  of  Scammonden,  a 
widely  scattered  hamlet  of  approximately  115  houses  to  the  North  of  the 
District. 

The  water  mains  of  the  Statutory  body  do  not  yet  cover  the 
whole  area,  and  water  in  supplied  to  properties  from  other  sources.  In 
Marsden  water  is  supplied  to  209  houses  by  firms  havdng  works  in  that 
aiCa,  and  by  the  Council  to  one  of  its  housing  estates  comprising  144 
houses.  In  Slaithwaite  913  properties  are  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Dartmouth  Estate.  In  Linthwaite  a firm  of  manufacturers  supply 
water  to  some  40  houses  and  these  are  gradually  being  transferred  to  the 
Statutory  Undertakers  supply. 

In  addition  to  these  main  private  supplies  there  are  in  the  area  in- 
numerable small  private  supplies  serving  groups  of  from  20  houses  down 
to  single  dwellings. 

A total  of  63  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  during  the  year, 
59  being  for  bacteriological  examination  and  4 for  plumbo-solvency 
examination.  The  4 samples  taken  for  plumbo-solvency  were  reported 
to  be  satisfactory.  Of  the  59  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation, 20  were  reported  as  satisfactory,  4 as  suspicious,  and  35  as  un- 
satisfactory. The  large  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  ‘series’  samples  from  the  source  of  supply  to  the 
dwelling  houses  have  been  taken  covering  five  private  water  supplies. 

Resulting  ;from  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  negotiations  arc 
proceeding  to  transfer  the  dwelling  houses  on  these  unsatisfactory  sup- 
plies to  the  Statutory  Undertakers  mains,  and  ip  one  instance,  a supply 
serving  144  houses,  temporary  chlorination  is  being  undertaken  until 
the  transfer  can  be  accomplished. 

There  is  considerable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Statutory  Water 
Undertakers  in  providing  the  necessary  mains,  and  the  high  water 
rate  -and  the  cost  of  the  main,  which  is  charged  to  the 
owners  of  properties,  is  retarding  the  progress  of  eliminating  these  un- 
satisfactory water  supplies. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Large  parts  of  the  district,  particularly  in  the  o ter  areas,  are 
unscwered,  and  in  these  parts  the  conservancy  system  of  drainage  is  very 
limited.  The  small  sewage  disposal  plant  in  course  of  construction  for 
a hotel,  at  the  end  of  last  year,  has  now  been  completed.  During  the 
year,  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers  Board  obtained  Court  Orders 
requiring  the  Council  to  cease  causing  pollution  of  the  River  Colne  with 
effluent  from  the  Marsden,  Slaithwaite  and  Crimble  sewage  works.  The 
Jndge  suspended  operation  of  the  Orders  for  twelve  months  in  order  to 
give  the  Council  time  to  prepare  a sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the 
(listrict. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  preparing  a report 
regarding  the  relative  costs  of  sewage  disposal  by  the  provision  of  a new 
works  in  Colne  Valley  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  treatment  of  the 
whole  of  the  sewage  from  the  district  by  the  Huddersfield  Corporation. 
Negotiations  with  the  Corporation  were  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

During  the  year  22  inspections  of  sewers  were  made,  and  4 
nuisances  found  were  remedied. 
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Closet  Accommodation, 


'I'hc  grudu.il  conversion  of  privies,  tub  and  pail  closets  to  water 
closets  is  proceeding.  Duripg  the  year  under  review,  36  privies  and  33 
pail  clf)sets  have  been  abolished,  and  69  water  closets  provided  in  lieu 
thereof.  A number  of  conversions  were  pending  a,t  the  end  of  the 
year,  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  work  being  in  the  hands  of  contractors. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  at 
the  end  of  the  year  : — 


No.  of  flushed  water  closets 
No.  of  waste  water  closets 
No.  of  privies 
No.  of  tub  or  pail  closets 
No-,  of  standard  dustbins 
No.  of  ashpits 


5445 

67 

880 

386 

6529 

439 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  system  of  alternate  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage 
has  continued  during  the  year.  Weekly  emptyings  of  tub  and  pail 
closets  have  also  been  carried  out,  but  again  the  emptying  of  privy 
contents  has  varied  from  monthly  to  nine  weekly  collections  throughout 
the  area.  The  problem  of  obtaining  labour  for  this  class  of  work 
makes  it  impossible  to  keep  a full  staff,  and  new  entrants  to  the  service, 
when  they  can  be  recrui^:cd,  leave  again  after  short  periods  for  more 
congenial  employment. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 

year  : — 

Average  No.  of  dustbins  emptied  per  week  3019 

Average  No.  of  privies  cleansed  per  .week  128 

Average  No.  of  ashpits  emptied  per  week  93 

Average  No.  of  tub  or  pail  closets  emptied  per  week  ...  381 

Average  No.  cA  visits  to  premises  for  the  collection  of 

salvage  per  week  ,...  3240 

Refuse  Disposal  : 

The  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  controlled  tijpping  which 
accounts  for  98%  of  the  total  dry  refuse  (including  privy  contents) 
disposed  of,  the  remaining  2%  mainly  trade  refuse  of  a putrescible 
character,  being  burned  at  the  Destructor  Plant. 

Tub  and  pail  contents,  collected  by  nightsoil  tank,  are  dis- 
charged into  the  detritus  chambers  at  the  Slaithwaite  and  Golcar  Sewage 
Works. 


The  following  figures  give  the  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  services  for  the  year  ending  3Tst  March,  1950,  together  with  the 
income  for  the  same  period  : — 


Refuse  Collection 
Salvage  collection 
Refuse  disposal 


Expenditure 
£ s.  d. 
6519  9 o 
3156  5 0 
1290  5 I 

T0965  T9  I 


Income 
£ s.  d. 
56T  12 
2030  3 
122  2 


o 


Nett 

Expenditure 
£ s.  d. 

5957  4 

1126  2 o 
1168  3 I 


2713  17  8 8252  I 5 
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Sliops  Acts 

Shop  saiiitaliou  is  now  rapidly  being  brouglit  up  to  a satis- 
factory standard,  and  in  this  connection  107  visits  have  been  made  to 
shops,  and  5 nuisances  or  defects  found  have  been  remedied  b}^  the  end 
of  the  year.  Co-operalion  of  owners  with  the  department  has  contin- 
ued throughout  the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 

Smoke  Abatement 

The  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  continues  to  be  a serious 
nuisance  to  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District. 
Observations  from  the  Deposit  Gauges  sited  at  Marsden  Park  and  Slaith- 
waitc  Sewage  Works  show  that  the  average  monthly  deposit  of  solids 
is  17.05  tons  per  sciuare  mile  at  Marsden  and  12.70  tons  per  square  mile 
at  Slaithwaitc.  These  figures  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  a 
considerable  drift  of  smoke  from  Lancashire  manufacturing  towns  which 
principally  affects  the  Marsden  gauge,  for  whereas  this  gauge  is  down- 
wind of  only  one  factory  in  the  Colne  Valley  a^ea,  the  Slaithvvaite  gauge  is 
down-wind  of  the  majority  of  tlie  factories  operating  in  the  Colne  Valley 
area.  The  manufacturers  generally  throughout  the  district  arc  quite  willing 
and  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  department  in  taking  steps  to  reduce 
industrial  smoke.,  but  arc  still  faced  with  the  problems  of  unsuitable  fuel 
and  inexperienced  boiler  firemen.  During  the  year  56  observations 
of  industrial  smoke  emission  were  recorded,  and  whilst  only  in  one  in- 
stance was  the  Smoke  Abatement  Byelaw  contravened,  there  is  still 
considerable  room  for  improvement  in  the  emission  of  smoke  from  in- 
dustrial chimneys. 

The  public  generally  fail  to  recognise  the  fact  that  at  least 
half  of  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  is  as  a result  of  burning  bitumin- 
ous fuel  in  inefficient  grates,  and  during  the  year  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  addressed  various  clubs  and  meetings  on  this  subject.  The 
idea  of  associating  smoke  at  the  chimney  top  with  prosperity,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  expression  “Where  there’s  muck,  there’s  brass’’  will 
require  considerable  effort  to  eliminate  it  from  the  public  mind. 

Regulated  Buildings  and  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  t.wo  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district,  one 
Soap  Boiler  and  one  Gut  Scraper,  and  25  visits  have  been  made  to  these 
premises,  which  on  each  occasion  were  found  to  be  satisfactor^^ 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the 

year. 

Schools 

There  are  in  the  District  20  schools.  12  being  County  Schools 
including  i Secondary  Modern  School,  and  8 being  Voluntary  Schools. 

Most  of  the  school  premises  are  of  considerable  age  and,  judged 
by  modern  standards,  the  sanitary'  accommodation  and  washing  facilities 
are  often  inadequate.  The  buildings  generally  are  kept  in  a fairly 
reasonable  state  of  repair.  During  the  year  two  cases  of  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning  were  investigated  at  one  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  by 
the  ('hief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Chemical  tests  of  the  air  in  the  class- 
room from  which  the  cases  originated  showed  no  trace  of  carbon  mon- 
oxide, but  .tests  of  the  boiler  plant  showed  evidence  that  flue  gases  from 
the  plant  gained  access  to  the  room  when  the  wind  was  in  a certain  dir- 
ection. A fractured  gas  main  in  close  proximity  to  the  building  was  also 
found,  and  following  the  repairs  to  this  main  and  to  the  boiler  flue,  no 
further  complaint  has  been  received,  and  from  continued  observations 
it  would  appear  that  the  cause  of  the  trouble  had  been  located  and 
remedied. 
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S.'initary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Record  of  Inspections  and  Results. 

Nuisances  Nuisances 

Inspections  made  No.  of  or  defects  No.  of  re-  or  defects 
in  respect  to  Inspections,  found.  Inspections,  remedied. 
Public  Health  Act  : — 


Hous:ing  

102 

66 

395 

133 

Other  Nuisances 

no 

38 

200 

46 

Water  Supply 

167 

8 

123 

7 

Overcrowding  

44 

5 

13 

6 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

W.C’s.  

95 

15 

324 

35 

Privies  

128 

27 

196 

35 

Tubs  and  Pails 

52 

16 

206 

7 

Ashes  Accommodation  ... 

21 

15 

to6 

32 

Drains  : — 

Inspected  ...  ... 

225 

35 

270 

33 

Tested  

173 

5 

8 

5 

Accumulations  : 

6 

I 

3 

I 

Shop  Premises — ^Shops  Act 

79 

2 

28 

5 

Rodent  Control 

(Visits  by  Inspectors)  ... 

9 

— 

14 

- — 

Other  Visits  : 

Respecting  Infectious 

Diseases 

. . . • . 

78 

Respecting  Disinfections 

Respecting  Schools,  Public  Buildings,  etc.  . 



107 

52 

Respecting  Sewers,  Cesspools, 

etc. 

44 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

Interviews  — Owners,  Contractors,  etc.  . 



511 

607 

Informal  Notices  served  •••  202  Complied  with  ...  22t 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  31  Complied  with  ...  15 


Factories'  Act,  1937. 

The  following  is  an  e.Ntract  from  a report  to  the  Director  of  Stat- 
istics of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  on  Form  572. 


1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


1 

Premises. 

No.  on 
Register 

Insp’t’ns 

Writtcnl  Owners 
Notices  Prose’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions T,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

58 

38 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

1 18 

• 

117 

2 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises). 

6 

12 

' Total 

212 

167 

2 

— 

15 


2.  Cases  >n  which  Defects  were  Found. 


1 

Particulars 

Found 

Remed’d 

Referred 
by  H.M 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  : 

4 

1 

1 



Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

... 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
* defective 

5 

9 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  act. 

2 

1 

Total 

12 

1.3 

2 

— 

3.  Outworkers. 


There  are  in  the  District  33  outNvorkers,  employed  as  menders 
by  various  textile  firms. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  manufacturers  in  the  area  it  has 
been  possible  to  improve  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  a number  of 
the  large  factories,  and  the  installation  of  wash-basins  in  close  proximity 
to  the  water  closets  is  doing  much  to  assist  in  educating  the  workpeople  to 
wash  their  hands  after  using  the  water  closets. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 

A part-time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  on  the  treat- 
ment of  local  jauthority  and  private  premises.  During  the  3’’ear  49 
complaints  of  rodent  infestation  yerc  received,  454  visits  were  made  by 
the  operator,  and  38  premises  treated.  The  estimated  number  of  rats 
destroyed  was  794. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  316  manholes  were  pre-baited,  there  were  90  poison  takes,  and  the 
estimated  number  of  lats  destroyed  was  284. 


Section  IV 


HOUSING 

Housing  continuts  to  be  the  post  war  dihiculty.  Hardly 
a 'day  passes  but  one  receives  a personal  caller  or  a letter  requesting 
assistant  in  obtaining  a new  house  or  drawing  attention  to  housing 
disrepairs. 

Progress  with  the  erection  of  new  council  houses  has  been  re- 
grettably slo.w  and  only  2 houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year. 


The  presence  of  other  duties  has  prevented  the  general  resump- 
tion of  house  to  house  inspections  as  required  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations  1925. 

It  is  the  practiice  where  families  are  re-housed  from  totally  un- 
fit properties  to  take  action  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act  in  order 
to  prevent  re-letting.  During  the  year  i Demolition  Order  was  made 
and  four  Undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were  accepted. 

Particulars  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  set  out 
below  : — 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District  ...  7,752 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  private  enterprise  ...  2 

By  Local  Authority  90 

The  principal  work  done  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  can  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 

Inspections  : — Primary  Re-visited 

Part  I.  Clearance  Areas  — 2 

,,  ,,  Other  Visits  ...  — 60 

Part  2.  Section  9 Reconditioning  — — 

Sections  it/t2 — Demolition  or  Closure  14  20 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  1^0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  5^^ 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ^4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  .•••.  3^ 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  clefecdive  dwelfing-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  •••  ■ •••  5^ 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  9 and  10  •••  Nil 

(2)  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  10 


Proceedings  under  sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  • — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  ...  , . . ...  ....  • • • i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  anticipation 

of  formal  procedure  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  on  undertakings 

(not  demolished)  ....  4 

(5) _  Number  of  dwelling  houses  reconditioned  on  under- 

takings ...,  ...  ....  Nil 

Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

In  the  absence  of  a census  it  is  impossible  to  assess  the  present 
position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  No 
general  action  is  possijble,  but  special  cases  brought  to  notice  are  dealt 
with  as  opportunity  arises. 

During  the  year  five  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  recorded, 
and  six  cases  were  abated. 


From  observations  and  information  obtained  during  the  year  it 
would  appear  that  the  percentage  of  Legal  Overcro^'ding  in  Colne  Valley 
is  fairly  low,  but  that  the  application  of  the  bedroom  standard  to  the 
same  houses  would  show  marked  overcrowding  in  a large  number  of 
cases.  Special  visits  in  connection  with  44  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding 
revealed  only  5 cases  of  legal  overcrowding,  whilst  a survey  of  515  Coun- 
cil houses  showed  only  one  case  where  the  permitted  number  of  occupants 
was  being  exceeded. 


Action  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

On  the  ist  October,  1949,  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949,  came  into 
operation.  Under  these  regulations  the  supervision  of  the  production  of 
milk,  the  registration  of  producers  and  the  issue  of  licences  to  produce 
designated  milk  have  passed  from  the  County  Districts,  County  Boroughs 
and  County  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Whilst  your  officers  can  still  visit  farms  in  the  course  of  an  investi- 
gation of  suspected  milk-bome  infection,  it  is  no  longer  their  duty  to  make 
routine  visits  to  farms  for  advisory  and  sampling  purposes.  Neither  is  it 
any  longer  the  duty  of  the  Authority  to  require  producers  to  carry  out  im- 
provements to  their  farms.  This  work  is  no.w  undertaken  by  the  officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  Urban  Distriict  Council  are  now  only 
responsible  for  the  registration  and  supervision  of  retailers  and  their 
premises  and  the  issue  of  Dealers’  and  Supplementary  Licences  to  the 
retailers  of  designated  milk.  Sampling  is  now  limited  to  milk  in  course 
of  delivery  and  when  special  enquiries  are  necessary. 

Most  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  District  is  non-designated  milk 
produced  in  the  area  by  producer /retailers.  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk,^  obtained  from  outside  the  area,  and  a small  quantity  of 
locally  produced  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  make  up  the  rest  of  the  supply. 
A number  of  producers  sell  their  milk  wholesale  to  firms  with  pasteuris- 
ing plant  in  neighbouring  districts. 

On  the  appointed  day  i.e.  ist  October,  1949,  when  the  records 
were  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  particulars  of  regis- 


tered premises  and  dairymen  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  District  90 

Number  of  milch  cows  approximate  to  900 

Number  of  wholesale  traders  ...; 27 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  (producers/retailers  and 

dealers)  27 

Number  of  producers  of  graded  milk  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  i 

Accredited  12 


Until  October,  .when  the  supervision  of  dairy  farms  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  work  of  altera- 
tion and  re-construction  of  cowsheds  proceeded,  but  again  the  shortage' 
of  materials,  particularly  cement,  held  up  the  work.  A number  of  re- 
construction schemes  were  completed,  however,  during  the  year.  Visits 
made  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  numbered  173.  Advice  was 
given  on  clean  methods,  and  in  connection  with  the  alteration  and  re- 
construction of  premises. 

During  the  year  27  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  for  “methylene  blue’’  test;  17  were  reported 
as  satisfactory  and  10  as  unsatisfactory.  The  premises  from  which  the 
unsatisfactory^  samples  were  obtained  were  visited  and  the  producers 
advised  on  sterilisation  and  clean  handling  of  milk- 
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Samples  of  iriTlk  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
S;Tvice  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  numbered  24,  and  of  these 
4 showed  positive  results.  Of  llu‘S('  jiositive  samples  3 wen*  Irom  one 
tarni,  2 being  follow  up  samples  after  examination  of  the  cows  by  the 
V eterinary  Service.  In  this  case  a notice  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  was  served  upon  the  producer  requiring 
the  milk  to  be  heat  treated  before  sale.  Investigations  of  the  herd  by 
the  Veterinary  Service  were  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
the  investigations  by  the  Veterinary  Service  into  the  4th  positive  sample 
no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  was  found  in  the  herd  and  a follow  up  sample 
was  reported  as  negative. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1939-46 
The  following  licences  were  granted  duringthe  year  : — ■ 

(a)  By  the  Colne  Valley  Urban  District  Council  : — - 

Dealers’  Licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  t 


Dealers’  Lilcences’  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  3 

Dealers’  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  4 

Supplementary  Licences  .to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

(b)  By  the  West  Riding  County  Council  : — 

Licences  to  Produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  i 

Licences  to  Produce  Accredited  Milk  T2 

Ice  Cream 


There  are  no  large  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district, 
but  seven  small  retailers  manufacture  a complete  cold  mix.  In  addition 
to  these,  14  premises  retail  pre-packed  ice  cream  supplied  from  outside 
the  district.  Twenty-six  visits  have  been  made  to  ice  cream  premises 
during  the  year  and  advice  given  with  regard  to  personal  hygiene  and 
clean  food  production  and  handling  methods.  During  the  year  17 
samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  examination. 
Of  these  3 were  classified  as  Grade  i,  4 as  Grade  2,  5 as  Grade  3 and  5 
as  (irade  4. 

The  provisional  grades  of  ice  cream  are  as  follows  : — 
Provisional  Grade  Time  taken  to  Decolourise  Methylene  Blue 

1 4 1 hours  or  more. 

2 2.^  to  4 hours. 

3 i to  2 hours. 

4 0. 

Numerous  factors  and  experimental  errors  of  laboratoiy^  tests 
make  it  necessary  for  judgment  to  be  based  on  a series  of  samples. 
Over  a period  50  per  cent  should  fall  into  Grade  i;  80  per  cent  into  Grades 
T and  2,  not  more  .than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4. 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Thirty-one  premises  have  been  registered  in  accordance  with 
Section  14  of  the  Food  cS:  Drugs  Act,  1938,  foi  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
for  sale,  and  during  the  year  115  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises. 
Again  there  has  been  excellent  co-operation  between  the  food  traders 
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and  the  department.  Many  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  and 
the  policy  of  providing  running  hot  and  cold  water  at  all  food 
premises,  has  continued.  With  the  present  staff  it  is  not  possible  to 
carry  out  regular  routine  inspections  of  canteens,  catering  establishments 
and  other  food  preparing  and  food  handling  premises,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
in  the  near  future  an  additional  inspector  will  be  appointed,  when  much 
more  attention  can  be  given  to  these  premises. 

Meat 

There  is  one  public  abattoir,  one  licenced  and  ten  regiistercd 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  the  use  of  which  has  been  suspended 
since  the  outbreak  of  war,  with  the  exceptica  of  occasional  use  for 

slaughtering  under  licence. 

The  number  of  men  licenced  to  slaughter  animals  in  accordance 
with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  ife  47. 

There  are  still  a large  number  of  pigs,  slaughtered  under  licence, 
being  slaughtered  at  private  premises  where  conditions  are  totally  un- 
suitable for  the  purpose,  and  this  has  again  led  to  unnecessary  contamin- 
ation of  the  carcases.  In  three  instances  during  the  year  where  evidence 
of  tuberculosis  has  been  found  in  the  organs  or  carcases  the  owners  have 
refused  to  surrender  the  diseased  organ  or  carcase.  In  one  instance  the 
carcase  and  organs  showed  evidence  of  generalised  tuberculosis  in  an 
advanced  stage,  but  although  this  was  pointed  out  to  him  ,tho  owner 
refused  to  surrender.  The  position  with  regard  to  the  slaughter  and 
/inspection  of  self-suppliers  pigs  is  most  unsatisfactory,  particularly 
where  disease  is  present,  as,  in  spite  of  regulations  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
suspected  that  parts  of  carcases  are  sometimes  sold  to  the  public. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

ex’d’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known). 

— 

— 

— 

2 

647 

Number  inspected 

— 

1 

— 

2 

602  ! 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

i 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 



Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

! 

_ 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

21 

Percentage  of  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

100% 

— 

— 1 

1 

115% 

In’  ofder  to  carry  out  this  work  100  visits  were  made  to  the 
Public  Abattoir  and  89  to  private  slaughterhouses,  24  to  private  premises, 
a total  of  678  meat  md  food  inspections  being  made  in  all. 
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Bread  and  Confectionery 

riiere  are  in  tlu'  Dislrici  20  bakchoiiscs,  none  of  lliein  under- 
ground, of  which  73  inspections  were  made  during  1949. 

Surrender  of  Other  Foods 


Tinned  Fruit 

lbs. 

20^ 

Cornflour 

... 

Tinned  Peas 

....  8 

, , Marmalade 

3 

„ Milk 

462 

, , Tomatoes 

12 

,,  Soup 

...  I 

,,  Milk  Pudding 

I 

,,  Beans 

3^ 

,,  Meat 

11 

,,  Fish 

•••  3l 

, , Carrots 

5 

, , Macaroni 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

- 56 

Wet  Fish 

48 

Butter 

...  ....  ... 

Sandwich  Spread 

46i 

Salad  Cream 

64i 

Sausage 

44 

Total  Weight  ....  393I 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible 
for  th('  Food  Adulteration  Section  of  the  Act.  The  following  particulars 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  : — ■ 


Milk  Samples  examined  72 

Drugs  examined  i 

Drv  goods  examined  10 


Prosecutions  in  respect  of  milk  samples  ...  Nil 
Cautions  issued  in  respect  of  dry  goods  .....  Nil 

The  clean  food  campaign  started  last  year  has  been  continued 
during  the  present  year,  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  addressed 
various  organisations  in  the  district  on  clean  food  methods. 
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Sccu'ioa  VI. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  increased  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  noted  last  year  con- 
tinued during  1949,  but  the  most  disturbing  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
no-tification  of  14  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelit’^3  and  7 cases  of  Acute 
Polioencephalitis. 

Smallpox 


year. 


No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  in  the  District  during  the 

Diphtheria 


During  the  year  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  but  after 
admission  to  hospital  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  either  case. 
There  was  one  confirmed  case  in  1948. 


Supplies  of  Anti-Toxin  for  the  treatment  of  suspected  cases  and 
contacts  are  obtainable  by  medical  practitioners  through  the  hospital 
service,  stocks  being  held  at  the  Mill  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  Huddersfield 
and  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary.  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  for  im- 
munisation can  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners  on  application  to  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


The  immunisation  campaign  continued  during  the  year,  the 
inoculations  being  carried  out  by  medical  practitioners  and  officers  of  the 
County  Health  Department.  Full  particulars  of  immunisations  carried 
out  and  the  immunisation  state  of  the  area  will  be  found  in  Section  VII  of 
this  report. 


Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  year  79  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  com- 
pared with  82  in  the  previous  year,  Although  the  disease  was  mild  in 
character  in  most  of  the  cases,  76  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  hos- 
pital; 28  cases  were  sent  to  the  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hos- 
pital, and  48  to  Mill  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  in  the  various  wards  is  shown  in 
the  table  given  below  : — 


’VTard 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl, 

May 

June 

JulyjAug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Tot’l  ! 

North-East 

(Golcar) 

2 

3 

3 

3 

9 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

33 

South-East 

(Linthwaite) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

9 

West 

CMarsden) 

mmm 

1 

1 

— 

7 

10 

2 

21  i 

1 

North 

(Scammonden) 

1 

1 

1 i 

Central 

(Slaithwaite; 

4 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

15 

j Total 

8 

8 

4 

5 

12 

— 

3 

2 

6 

10 

13 

8 

79 

23 


Whooping  Cough 

During  the  year  13  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  as  compared 
with  187  in  ithe  previous  year.  Of  these  cases  8 occurred  in  Slaithwaite, 
3 in  Linthwaite,  2 in  Marsden,  and  all  were  children  under  8 years  of 
age. 

Meailes 

A total  of  181  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  236  in  .the  previous  year.  The  cases  were  widespread 
throughout  the  District  and  the  incidence  greatest  during  the  months  of 
February,  March,  and  ApriJ.  The  distribution  of  cases  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Ward 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

M ’ 
May 

Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

T’fl 

North-East 

(Golcar) 

South-East 

0 

43 

20 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

82 

(Linthwaite) 

West 

3 

17 

3 

7 

1 

1 

““ 

32 

(Marsden) 

North 

5 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

12 

(Scammonden) 

Central 

(Slaithwaite) 

8 

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

55 

Totals  : 

16 

92 

32 

18 

10 

4 

3 

1 

2 

— 

3 



— 

181 

Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

There  were  16  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  5 cases 
of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  51  cases  and  one  case  respectively  for  1948.  Of  the  cases  7 were 
resident  in  Golcar,  6 in  Slaithwaite  and  4 each  in  Linthwaite  and 
Marsden.  One  case  of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  a male  aged  72 
years,  was  admitted  to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Huddersfield  where  he  died. 

Deaths  registered  in  1949  as  due  to  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
totalled  6 as  compared  with  3 in  the  previous  year. 


The  distribution  of  cases  is  given  in  the  table  shown  below  : — 


Ward 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Auf. 

Sep. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

T’ttl 

North-East 

(Golcar) 

3 

2 

1 

1 

. 

7 ' 

South-East 

(Linthwaite) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

■■w 

1 

4 

West 

(Marsden) 

1 

2 

1 

4 

N orth 

(Scammonden) 

Central 

(Slaithwaite) 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

} 

— 

6 

Total 

6 

1 

~ 

— 

1 

2 

— 

0 

44 

— 

21 

Entrric  Fevrr  and  Dysentery 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  or  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the 


year. 
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Eryfipcias 

There  were  i6  cases  of  Erysipelas  notifibd  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  19  in  1948.  Of  these  cases,  8 were  resident  in  Marsden, 
4 in  Linthwaite  and  2 each  in  Golcar  and  Slaithwalte.  One  of  these 
cases,  a female  aged  45,  was  admitted  to  the  Mill  Hill  Isolation  Hospital 
where  she  subsequently  recovered.  The  distributiion  of  cases  is  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


W’ard 

Jan. 

1 

FcbJMar. 

1 

Apl. 

May 

Jun. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

T‘t'1 

North-East 

(Golcar) 

1 

2 

South-East 

(Linthwaite) 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

4 

West 

(Marsden) 

_ 

, 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

North 

(Scammonden) 

1 Central 
(Slaithwaite) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tota  .... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

16 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  (the  year  as  com- 
pared with  one  in  1948. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioencephalitis 

During  the  year  14  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  7 cases  of 
Acute  Polioencephalitis  were  notified.  The  areas  chiefly  affected  were 
Marsden,  Slaithwaite  and  Golcar,  the  cases  appearing  in  .those  districts 
in  that  order  with  approximately  one  to  tw'o  months  elapsing  between 
the  commencement  of  occurrence  in  each  area.  The  cases  ranged  from 
severei  to  abortive  types  and  all  were  followed  up  both  at  home  and  in 
hospital. 

Of  the  cases  17  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  5 deaths  were 
recorded. 

The  distribution  of  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ward 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

0 

z ! 

Dec.lr'tal 

North-East 

(Golcar) 

3 

2(a) 

5 

South-East 

(Linthwaite) 

-- 

- 

— - 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

West 

(Marsden) 

- 

__ 



1 

3 

5 

_ 

() 

North 

(Scammonden) 

• 

Central 

(Slaithwaite) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5(a) 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Totals : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

9 

6(a) 

2(a) 

— 

— 

21 

(a)  Polioencephalitis 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

During  the  year  i case  of  this  condition  was  notified,  the  same 
number  as  in  1948,  the  patient  being  admitted  to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
Huddersfield  where  she  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 


Cancer 


j The  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  Cancer  during  the  year 
totalled  44  (i8  male,  26  females)  as  compared  with  61  in  1948,  a decrease 
of  17.  The  Cancer  death  rate  for  the  year  is  1.98  per  1,000  of  the  estim- 
ated population  compared  with  a rate  of  2-75  for  .the  previous  year.  The 
corresponding  rates  for  the  Administrative  County  and  .the  Aggregate 
Urban  Districts  are  1.81  and  1.88  respectively. 

Tuberculois 

A .total  of  27  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  added  to  the  Noti- 
fication Register  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  24  in  the  previous 
year, 

A total  of  8 deaths  (7  male,  i female)  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis was  recorded  during  1948,  and  deaths  from  all  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  numbered  3,  making  a total  of  ii  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  as  compared  with  9 in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  n't  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  : — > 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

F emale  ; 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  commencement  of  3'ear 

1 

! 

.37 

17 

21 

. 1 

1 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified 
first  time  during  the  \’ear 

11 

4 

2 

10 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register  .... 

1 , 

1 

1 

i 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added  to 
Register  otherwise  than  by 
notification  

1 

2 

1 

2 

(e)  Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 

1 

« 1 

2 

3 

7 

(f)  Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  

i 

41 

22 

21 

20 

26 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

(years) 

Pulr 

nonary 

> 

Puln 

lon- 

lonary 

Pulrr 

j 

lonarj' 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

f 

Male 

1 

Female!  Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

_ 

i - 

_ 

_ 

1—  5 

_ 

1 

0 



— 

1 

- 

5—10 

1 

— 



— 

— 

- 

10—15 

1 

- 

! — 

— 

— 

- - - 

15—20 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 



25—  35 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  45 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65 

65  and 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

upwards 

1 

— 

1 

i 

' 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

11 

4 

' 2 

1 ^ 

i 

10 

7 

1 

2 

1 

27 


I 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rt 

4) 

u 

S? 

tti 

1 

1 

1 

Cd 

Cd 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

>- 

o 

S 

1 

1 

fH 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

fF 

1 

« 

Id 

CO 

1 

1 

Cd 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

id 

1 

u!» 

1 

1 

1 

<M 

M 

'# 

iiH 

<4 

I 

1 

Cd 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F*1 

1 

id 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

C 

tin 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<M 

1 

1 

1 

■<i< 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

'yi 

<4 

1 

1 

Cd 

1 

1 

1 

1 

fF 

1 

TJ 

»d 

cd 

Ph 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

fH 

1 

1 

■o 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

« 

CO 

0) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F^ 

1 

I 

(O 

« 

o 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•M 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

'd 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cd 

1 

1 

1 

c 

id 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

M 

(14 

i 

1 

1 

-M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

« 

c 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

M 

0 

o 

1 

1 

■>1' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

V 

M 

^4-4 

o 

o 

Pt4 
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SECTION  VII 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  UNDER  PART  III  OF  THE  NATIONAL 

HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DIVISION  20 

The  County  Districts  forming  Division  No.  20  are  as  follows: — 

Colne  Valley  U.D.  Kirkburton  U.D. 

Denby  Dale  U.D-  Meltham  U.D. 

Holmfirth  U-D. 

Area  of  the  Division  (in  acres)  64,265 

Estimated  Population  (mid-1949)  74-252 

Divisional  Staff  : 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

E.  WARD,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D P.H., 

Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

W.  G.  SMEATON,  M.B.,  Ch-B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  8th  March,  1949) 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  : 

(Part  Time) 

J.  R.  COCKROFT,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers 

(Part  Time) 

G.  ASPINWALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

C.  DICKSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

L.  E.  LUCAS,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  MERCER,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  C.  PICKERING,  M.R.C.S.,  UR. C P. . 

J.  A.  STEPHENS,  M R.C  S.,  L.R.C.P. 

J.  E.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M.  V.  WILBY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  : 

Miss  M.  A.  BAILEY,  S R.N.,  Resigned  26-10-49. 

Miss  D.  BOWDEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  D.  BROOKE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  M.  CAREY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  V.  P.  M.  CASE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  N.  CRANSTON,  S.R.M..  S.C.M..  T.A. 

MissE.  EASTWOOD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert 
Miss  M.  FLINTOFF.  S.R  N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  R.  M.  CINDERS,  S.R.N..  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  P.  D.  HUGHES,  S.R.N.,  Resigned  31-12-49. 

Miss  M.  E.  PORRITT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  A.  ROYSTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M..  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  D.  WOOD,  S.R.N.,  SC.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Senior  Clerk  : 

G.  A.  BEATSON. 


ESTIMATES  OF  THE  SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CIVILIAN  POPULATION  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Colne 

Valley 

U.D. 

Denby 

Dale 

U.D. 

Holm- 

firth 

U.D. 

Kirk- 

burton 

U.D. 

Mel- 

tham 

U.D. 

Division 
No.  20 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

U.D’s. 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

Eng- 
land & 
Wales 
prov. 
figures 

. Population  

22,230 

9,729 

19,090 

18,120 

5,083 

74,252 

1,163,630 

1 ,.577, .500 

Mr 

Live  Births  

337 

167 

307 

223 

59 

1 ,093 

19,572 

27,176 

Mr 

, Still  Births  

13 

4 

3 

3 

1 

24 

485 

674 

Mr 

1 Deaths  

317 

125 

258 

189 

57 

946 

14,586 

19,0.50 

Mr 

1 Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age  

8 

8 

9 

6 

31 

720 

1,037 

Mr 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  estimated 

population 

15-10 

17-17 

16-08 

12-31 

1 1 -61 

14-72 

16-8 

17-2 

16-7 

1 Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000  est- 

1 imated  population 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

14-26 

12-85 

13-51 

10-43 

11-21 

12-74 

12.5 

12-1 

11-7 

„ „ (Adjusted) 

13-12 

11-69 

11-75 

9-59 

10-09 

* 

12-8 

* 

Mr 

Zymotic  Diseases 

0-04 

0-10 

- 

0-06 

- 

0-04 

0-08 

0-08 

Mr 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  system 

0-36 

— 

0-05 

0-11 

0-39 

0-17 

0-32 

0-32 

0-40 

: 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  

0-13 

— 

0-05 

— 

0-20 

0-07 

0-05 

0-0.5 

0-05 

Respiratory  Diseases 

(excluding  tuber- 

. 

culosis  of  respir- 

atory  system)  

1-30 

0-93 

1-41 

1-21 

1-18 

1-25 

1 - 48 

1-44 

Cancer  

1-98 

1-85 

2-41 

1-49 

1-97 

1-95 

1-88 

1-81 

1-87 

^ Heart  and  Circul- 

5-26 

4-73 

4-40 

3-81 

4-33 

4-o5 

4-36 

4- 1 i) 

II. 

i'Sp 

|ilnfant  Mortality 

23-74 

47-90 

29-32 

26-91 

— 

28-36 

37 

38 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Deaths  in  infants 

1 

under  2 years  of 

1 

! age  per  1,000  live 

0-01 

3-01 

3-27 

3-0 

i births  

2-97 

Maternal  Mortality 

1 

1 

1 

0-15 

1 0-15 

0-22 

1 Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

1 

; 

0-60 

0-68 

0-76 

I Other  Causes 

— 

0-75 

0-83 

0-98 

Total 

} 

^ 

* Figures  not  available. 


3a 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area  during 
1949  was  1093  (565  male,  528  females),  a decrease  of  68  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  was  14-72  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation as  compared  with  15.70  for  1948. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  40  or  3.66%  of  (the  total 
live  births,  a decrease  of  6 compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  946  (486  males,  460  females),  a decrease  of  23  on  the 
total  for  1948. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  12.74 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  ,with  13. ii  for  the  previous 
year. 


The  following  were  the  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of 
frequency: — 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  ...  338 

(ii)  Cancer  145 

(iii)  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions.  140 

(iv)  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  93 

These  4 causes  accounted  for  75.69%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1949  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
31,  a decrease  of  9 compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  JNFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  28.36  per  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  34-45  for  1948. 

The  death  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  ,was  29.44  compared  with  32.29  for  1948. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  4 for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants 
at  various  ages  under  one  year  : — 
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OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 
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Epidemiology 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioencephalitis 

During  the  year  32  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  8 cases  of 
Acute  Polioencephalitis  occurred  in  the  Divisional  area  and  6 deaths  were 
recorded  as  attributable  to  these  diseases.  The  incidence  was  high  in  the 
, Colne  Valley  and  Kirkburton  U.D's.  whilst  Holmfirth,  Denby  Dale  and 
Melthain  had  4,  2 and  i cases  respectively. 


In  the  Colne  Valley  U-D.  the  areas  chiefly  affected  w^erc 
Marsden,  Slaithwaite  and  Golcar,  the  cases  appearing  in  those  districts 
in  that  order  with  approximately  one  to  two  months  elapsing  between  the 
commencement  of  occurence  in  each  area.  In  the  Kirkburton  U.D.  the 
disease  pursued  a more  rambling  course,  the  outlying  districts  being  the 
first  to  be  affected- 

The  distribution  of  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


(a)  Polioencephalitis. 

(b)  Includes  one  case  of  Polioencephalitis. 

The  cases  ranged  from  severe  to  abortive  types  as  shown  in  the 
following  table,  and  all  cases  were  followed  up  both  at  home  and  in 
hospital  : — 


Severity 

No.  of  cases. 

Remarks 

Severe. 

8 

5 cases  died  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  3 cases  were  rtHovering  in  the 
Pinderfields  Hospital,  Wakefield, 
with  a severe  degi'ce  of  paralysis  of  ' 
all  limbs.  ! 

iMoclerute. 

8 

I’aralysis  afl'e(;tiii<j;  only  the  mu''(  Ics 
of  one  limb.  I’hese  cases  are  niakiii}'  1 
{food  i)rogress  and  being  sntisfac-  ‘ 
torily  rehabilitated.  Are  being  fol- 

Mild. 

lowed  up  closelv. 

14 

Muscidar  weakness  onlv  which 

.Vhortive. 

10 

cleared  up,  leaving  no  disability. 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  ACUTE  POLIOENCEPHALITIS. 
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Food  Poisoning 


Only  2 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  area  during 
tlie  year,  these  being  members  of  .the  same  household.  The  infecting 
agent  was  not  identified  but  was  thought  to  be  a tin  of  pressed  meat. 
Both  patients  recovered  after  an  illness  lasting  about  12  hours. 

At  a County  School  some  60  children  and  5 teachers  were  re- 
ported as  having  suffered  from  diarrhoea  about  12  hours  after  consum- 
ing a school  meal.  Again  the  infecting  agent  was  not  found.  All 
affected  recovered  after  about  12  hours  indisposition. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  in  the  various  districts  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  under  which  food  is  prepared.  In  many  instances 
premises  not  registered  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
were  found  to  be  in  use.  Where  found  suitable  these  have  been  register- 
ed; in  other  cases  alterations  have  been  required  before  j^egistration. 
Lectures  have  been  given  to  the  local  Chamber  of  Trade,  senior  scholars, 
etc-,  i'by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  one  district,  and  workers  in 
school  canteens  attended  a lecture  demonstration  given  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer. 

Diphtheria 

Arrangements  for  immunisation  have  continued  as  in  previous 
years.  A few  special  immunisation  sessions  have  been  held  at  local 
crhools  but  most  of  the  inoculations  have  been  given  at  Jnfant  Welfare* 
Centres  or  by  private  medical  practitioners.  The  response  has  been 
reasonably  satisfactory  and  no  special  mobile  campaigns  have  been  held 

Immunisations  carried  out  during  1949  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  5 years  5 — 14  years  Total  “Booster”  doses 

862  65  ' 927  570 

Records  of  the  immunisation  state  of  children  in  the  Divisional 
Area  are  incomplete  and  the  number  of  children  immunised  at  the  31st 
December,  1949,  is  no  doubt  higher  than  as  shown  below. 


Age  at  31-12-49 
i.e.,  Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1949 

1 

1948 

2 

1947 

1 

3 4 

1946  1 1946 

5 to  9 
1940-44 

10  to  14 
1935-39 

Total 

Under 

15 

Number 

immunised 

33 

644 

818 

729  533 

2,136 

1,900 

6,693 

Estimated  mid- 
year child  popula- 
tion 1949,  as  sup- 
plied by  Regis- 
trar-General .... 

Children  under  5 

Children  5-14 

14,160 

6,735 

8,425 

Percentage  of 
child  population 
immunised 

46.32 

47.89 

47.2 

Smallpox 

Since  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  infant  vaccination  has 
relatively  ceased.  Births  registered  in  1948,  after  correction  for  .transfers’ 
numbered  i,i6i  but  only  53  infants  under  i year  of  age  were  vaccinated 
during  1949,  and  they  were,  with  few  e.xceptions,  all  treated  by  general 
practitioners.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  encourage  vaccination  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  but  they  have  met  with  little  success.  Some 
medical  officers  are  not  very  enthusiastic  regarding  vaccination  and  pre- 
fer not  to  carry  out  vaccinations  at  ordinary  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  The 
Health  visitors  arc  asked  to  stress  the  importance  of  vaccination  W’hen 
doing  home  visitations  and  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  Some  feel  that  the 
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la.ck  of  success^  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  'is  no  national  propaganda  in 
favour  of  vaccination  as  there  is  regarding  Diphtheria  immunisation,  and 
from  this  fact  argue  that  dt  cannot  be  as  important,  otherwise  there  would 
be  large  display  advertisements  in  such  papers  as  the  “Radio  Times" 
“Home  Chat”  and  local  newspapers.  It  does  seem  that  a 
national  campaign  is  required  if  results  are  to  be  obtained. 

The  figures  for  vaccinations  for  1949  are  given  below  : — 


Vaccinated  : 
Re-vaccinated 

Under  1 
year 

•••  53 

1—4 

years 

32 

I 

5—14 

vears 

7 

15  years 
or  over 

6 

25 

Total 

98 

26 

Total 

•••  53  ••• 

33 

7 

31 

124 

Whooping  Cough 

No  scheme  for  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  in 
operation  in  the  Division  but  the  procedure  is  apparently  carried  out  fairly 
widely  by  general  practitioners,  who  on  the  whole  seem  to  consider 
that  it  is  worth  while.  Very  few  requests  are  received  from  parents  but 
general  practitioners  have  from  time  to  time  asked  for  supplies  of  com- 
bined vaccine- 

MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  ' SERVICES 
Domiciliary  Midwifery 

It  is  the  intention  eventually  to  separate  the  Midwifery  and 
Home  Nursing  Services,  and  although  it  will  be  some  time  before  this 
can  be  accomplished  all  new  appointments  are  made  with  this  intention 
in  view. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  regarding  Midwifery  Services 
was  as  follows  : — 


Urban  District 

Authorised 

Establishment 

Staff  at  31st  D 

Whole-time 

Midwives 

scember,  1949 

Nurse/Midwives 

Colne  Valley 

3 

2 

1 

Denby  Dale 

2 

2 

2 

Holmfirth 

2 

2 

— 

Kirkburton 

2 

— 

6 

Meltham 

1 

1 

— 

Relief 

1 

— 

1 

Division  20 

11 

7 

9 

Three  independent  midwives  signified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tise in  the  area  and  attended  a total  of  3 cases. 

Of  the  1,114  births  notified  and  attributed  to  the  Division,  367 
occurred  at  home.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
attended  : — 


Cases  attended  by 

As  Midwives 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

(a)  Whole-time  County  Mid  wives 

(7) 

197 

20 

(b)  Nurse/Mid  wives  .... 

(8) 

120 

27 

(c)  Independent  Midwives  .... 

(3) 

— 

3 

317 

60 

ga 


in  addition  5 cases  who  resided  outside  the  Division  were  attend- 
ed by  the  whole-time  County  Midwives  as  midwives. 

Notifications  ; 


The  following  notifications 

were  received  from 

midwives 

practising  in  the  Division  : — 

Death  of  Child 



4 

Stillhirthis 



5 

Artificial  Feeding 

43 

Liability  to  be  a 

Source 

of  Infection  4 

Laying  Out  the 

Dead 

2 

Medical  Assistance  ; 

Medical  aid  forms  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1949 

numbered 

109  and  were  comprised  as  follows 

PREGNANCY 

LYING-iN 

Threatened  Abortion  

3 

Phlebitis  

1 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ... 

3 

Skin  Condition  

1 

Oedema  

1 

Pyrexia 

5 

Toxaemia  

1 

— 

Abortion  

1 

i 

Malpresentation  

2 

THE  CHILD 

11 

Discharge  from  Eyes  ... 

2 

LABOUR 

Unsatisfactorj"  Umbilicus 

...  1 

Ruptured  Perineum 

Multiple  Pregnancy 

49 

1 

Prematurity  

2 

Prolonged  Labour  

IG 

A.sphyxia  

1 

Malpresentation  

4 

Poor  General  Condition 

2 

Uterine  Inertia 

3 

Retained  Placenta  

7 

Malformation  

1 

Precipitate  Labour  

1 

Stillbirth  

1 

81 


10 


Gas  and  Air  Analagesia 


It  is  the  intention  to  provide  every  practising  midwife  employed 
by  the  County  Council  with  a Gas  and  Air  Apparatus  for  use  in  relieving 
pain  in  childbirth.  At  the  end  of  1949,  of  the  15  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  12  held  the  certificate  in  Gas  and  Air  Analagesia  administration 
and  were  equipped  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 


Analgesics  were  administered  by  domiciliary  midwives  to  156 
cases  during  the  year. 


Ante  and  Post  Natal  Services 
Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  8 Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  Division,  all  of  which  are 
held  monthly  c.xcept  the  Golcar  Clinic,  which  is  held  fortnightly.  The 
clinics  at  Marsden  and  Slaithwaite  were  held  fortnightly  until  the  ist 
April,  1949,  when  they  were  reduced  to  monthly  clinics  owing  to  the 
falling  off  of  attendances.  The  clinic  at  Linthwaite  was  discontinued  on 
the  ist  April,  1949. 


During  the  year  278  patients  made  971  attendances  at  the  var- 
ious clinics,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a further  falling  off  in  attendances 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  wdien  325  patients  made  1,281 
attendances. 


C lin-c 

No.  of 
sessions 

No.  of 
patients 

No.  of 
attendances 

Average  at-  j 
tendance  per  1 
session 

Denby  Dale 

12 

17 

63 

5.25 

Holmfirth 

12 

30 

81 

i 

6.75 

Lepton 

12 

40 

191 

15.91  ^ 

Linthwaite 

3 

4 

9 

3.00 

Meltham 

12 

38 

127 

GO 

0 

Skelmanthorpe 

12 

33 

154 

12.83 

1 

Marsden 

14 

52 

142 

10,14 

Golcar 

18 

32 

131 

7.28  1 

Slaithwaite 

15 

26 

73 

4.86  ‘ 

110 

278 

971 

8.83 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Ante-Natal  Clinics  patients  are  seen 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  increase  the  number  of  patients 
attending  Ante-Natal  Clinics  by  suggesting  to  midwives  the  desirability 
of  their  patients  attending  the  Anti-Natal  Clinics  in  addition  to  receiving 
ante-natal  supervision  from  the  booked  midwife.  In  2 cases  the  mid- 
wife has  been  placed  in  joint  charge  of  the  clinic  along  with  the  health 
visitor.  This  has  worked  well.  More  general  practitioners  now  are 
undertaking  ante-natal  supervision  and  some  are  said  not  to  encourage 
their  patients  to  attend  the  County  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

No  special  Post-Natal  Clinics  w’ere  held.  Out  patients  were  seen 
for  post-natal  examination  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  'J'he  attendances 
however,  leave  much  to  be  desired.  More  could  be  done  by  way  of 
special  vi'si'ts  by  health  visitors  but  staffing  difficulties  prevent  this. 

Obstetrical  Flying  Squad. 

A “Flying  Squad''  based  on  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary 
is  available  for  dealing  with  emergencies  arising  in  the  domiciliary  mid- 
wifery service.  The  “squad"  consists  of  an  obstetrical  consultant  to- 
gether with  nursing  staff  and  provides  facilities  for  blood  transfusion  and 
other  emergency  treatment. 

Normally  the  call  for  the  services  of  the  “s(]uad"  is  made  to  the 
hospital  by  the  general  practitioner  attending  the  case,  but  a call  for 
assistance  can  be  made  direct  by  the  midwife  if  the  urgency  and  time 
available  precludes  her  from  getting  in  touch  with  the  patient's  own 
doctor  first. 

The  prompt  treatment  so  available  can  do  much  to  help  to  save 
the  lives  of  many  women  who  would  probably  die  on  the  way  to,  or 
shortly  after  admission  to  hospital  if ‘untreated  before  removal. 
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The  “squad"  was  not  called  upon  to  attend  any  patient  in  this 
Division  during  the  year. 


Ante-Natal  Hostel 

An  ante-natal  hostel,  with  24  beds,  is  established  at  the  old  Clif- 
ton Isolation  Hospital,  Brighouse.  The  hostel  will  accommodate  women 
who  are  in  need  of  rest  at  any  stage  during  pregnancy  but  who  do  not 
have  a medical  abnormality  requiring  admission  to  hospital.  The  ex- 
pectant mother  can  be  admitted  for  any  period  but  the  usual  time  is  up  to 
one  month.  She  can  enter  the  hostel  and  return  home  for  delivery  or 
she  can  be  transferred  to  a ;lying-in-bed. 

With  the  limited  accommodation  available  it  is  not  possible  to 
admit  all  the  expectant  mothers  who  would  benefit  and  those  most  in  need 
are  selected.  General  fatigue,  debility,  anaemia,  nervous  strain,  varicose 
veins  and  a variety  of  other  minor  conditions  can  be  catered  for. 

The  charge  for  accommodation  is  at  the  rate  of  7/6  per  day. 
This  is  a maximum  charge  and  payment  from  individual  cases  is  deter- 
mined by  the  application  of  the  County  Council  scale  of  assessment. 

In  spite  of  efforts  made  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  general  prac- 
titioners, midwives  and  health  visitors  the  facilities  available  at  the  hostel 
for  expectant  mothers,  no  cases  were  admitted  from  this  Division  during 
the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  many  patients  who  would 
greatly  benefit  from  a stay  in  the  hostel  but,  owing  to  the  reluctance  of 
mothers  to  leave  their  homes  unless  it  is  vitally  necessary  and  to  the  dif- 
ficulty in  providing  for  other  children  thev  might  have  to  leave  behind 
they  are  unable  to  accept  the  vacancies  offered. 


Institutional  Midwifery 

The  fact  that  there  is  no  longer  any  residential  qualification 
required  for  admission  to  maternity  accommodation  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Huddersfield  has  enabled  a greater  number  of  expectant 
mothers  resident  in  the  County  area  to  have  their  confinements  in 
institutions. 

Of  1,114  births  attributed  to  the  Division  only  367  or  32.9% 
took  place  at  home. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  patients  are  from  time  to  time  dis- 
charged before  the  loth  day,  sometimes  as  early  as  the  4th 
day,  but  more  generally  from  the  7th  day  onwards.  The 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  informed  by  the  hospital  authorities 

when  these  early  discharges  are  to  take  place  and  he  arranges  for  the 

appropriate  domiciliary  midwife  to  attend  the  patient  at  home. 

Details  of  admissions  to  Ma'ternity  Hospitals  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 
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ADMISSIONS  TO  MATERNITY  HOSPITALS 
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Child  Welfare 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Weekly  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  Golcar,  Holmfirth,  Honley, 
Kirkburlon,  Lepton,  Linthwaitc,  Marsden,  Meltham,  New  Mill  and 
Slaithwaite,  whilst  clinics  are  conducted  fortnightly  at  Dcnby  Dale  ano 
Skchnanthornc. 

During  the  year  2,532  children  were  seen  and  a total  of  18,292 
attendances  were  made,  details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
as  compared  with  2,456  children  and  a total  of  18,882  visits  in  the 
previous  year  : — ■ 


1 

Clinic 

No.  of 
sess- 
ions 

Children  seen 

Attendances 

.Vverage 
attendance 
per  session 

Under 

1 

1-5 

Total 

1,’  nder 
1 

1-5 

! Total 

Under 

1 

1-5  ! 

1,  1 

Golcar 

£0 

42 

116 

158 

876 

739 

1 

1,615 

17.52 

14.78 ; 

1 

Holmfiith  . 

51 

78 

148 

226 

9£0 

676 

1,626 

18.63 

13.25 

Honley 

£0 

49 

161 

210 

1,018 

738 

1,756 

20.36 

14.76 

Kirkburton.. 

48 

37 

87 

124 

529 

341 

1 870 

11.02 

7.10 

Lepton 

47 

402 

221 

623 

1,672 

C44 

2,316 

35.57 

13.70  I 

Linthwaite  ... 

£0 

30 

91 

121 

469 

558 

, 1,027 

9.38 

11.16; 

Marsden 

49 

70 

195 

265 

1,286 

1,433 

2,719 

26.25 

29.25 

Meltham 

47 

51 

187 

238 

901 

862 

1,763 

19.17 

18.34 

New  Mill 

60 

38 

120 

158 

069 

()47 

1,316 

13.38 

12.94  j 

Slaithwaite  .. 

51 

52 

133 

185 

1,020 

882 

1 1,902 

20.00 

17.30 1 

Denby  Dale 

20 

42 

85 

127 

449 

234 

683 

17.27 

9.00 

Skclmanthorpe 

24 

44 

53 

97 

430 

2 69 

699 

17.92 

11.21 

1 

543 

935 

1,597 

2,532 

10,269 

8,023 

|18,292 

18.91 

14.78  i 

1 

During  the  year  an  experimental  Weighing  Centre  was  open- 
ed at  Emley  with  monthly  sessions,  and  /a  medical  officer  commenced  to 
attend  the  New  Mill  Weighing  Centre  monthly. 

Premature  Babies. 

During  the  year  47  babies  weighing  5Mb.  .or  less  were  born  in 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Division, 
and  II  were  born  at  home.  Of  those  bom  at  home  2 were  transferred  to 
hospital  and  'one  died  at  home  during  the  first  24  hours.  The  remaining 
8 survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Particulars  of  survival  arc  shown  in  the  following  table  : — ... 


14a 


THE  FATE  OF  PREMATURE  BABIES  BORN  IN  THE  DIVISIONAL  AREA 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  one  midwife  had  attended  a special 
course  of  training  in  the  care  of  premature  babies  at  the  Sorrento  Hos- 
pital, ^Birmingham. 

One  Premature  Baby  Outfit  is  available  in  the  Division  and  is 
kept  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office.  Arrangements  are  made  for  the 
outfit  to  be  conveyed  by  ambulance  to  any  household  where  its  use  is 
thought  to  be  advisable  by  the  midwife.  During  the  year  the  outfit  was 
never  called  into  use. 


Day  Nurseries. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Division.  During  the  year 
recommendations  were  put  forw'ard  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  Nat- 
ional Service  that  Day  Nurseries  be  established  in  Holmfirth,  Skelman- 
thorpe  and  Slaithwaite,  in  order  to  free  female  labour  for  the  export 
drive.  Numerous  enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  extent  such  nurseries 
would  be  used  if  established.  Owing  to  difficulties  of  sites  and  the  fact 
that  there  appeared  to  be  little  call  (for  nursery  facilities  in  any  reason- 
ably compact  area,  the  proposals  were  eventually  withdrawn. 


Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 

An  application  for  registration  of  a private  nursery  at  Honley 
controlled  by  a textile  firm  was  under  consideration  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

School  Health  Service 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  routine  administra- 
tion of  the  School  Health  Service,  during  the  year,  but  the  service  has 
been  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

Until  Dr.  W.  G.  Smeaton  took  up  his  appointment  of 
Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer  in  March  no  full-time  medical  officer 
was  available  although  Dr.  J.  R.  Cockroft  was  able  to  give  some  very 
valuable  part-time  service.  From  March  onwards  it  has  been  possible  to 
keep  up  to  date  with  medical  inspections  but  shortage  of  health  visitors 
has  prevented  ;follow-up  work  being  done  as  thoroughly  as  is  desirable. 

Medical  Inspections 

Arrangements  are  made  for  each  school  child  to  be  medically 
examined  jat  least  3 times  during  his  school  life  with  special  examinations 
and  re-examination  as  necessary.  The  first  routine  examinations  take 
place  on  entry  to  school,  i.e.  usually  at  5 years;  the  second  during  the 
year  prior  to  transfer  to  a secondary  school,  i.e.  at  to  years  -1- ; and  the 
third  during  the  last  year  at  schoi.,1,  f.e.  14  years -1- . 

Pupils  continuing  attendance  beyond  15  years  are  given  addi- 
tional routine  examinations  at  16  and  18  years.  Children 

who  at  routine  or  special  examinations  are  found  to  have  defects  which 
require  observation  or  treatment  are  re-examined  each  time  a school 
medical  inspection  takes  place.  It  is  intended  that  a school  medical 
inspection  will  be  arranged  at  each  school  in  the  Division  twice  in  each 
school  year.  It  was  not  possible  to  realise  this  objective  completely  in 
1949  but  during  the  year  117  inspections  were  arranged ' at 
68  schools  or  separate  departments  in  the  Division.  At  these 

inspections  4,484  periodic  and  2,536  special  or  re-examinations  were 
carried  out,  as  compared  with  3.620  and  211  for  the  year  1948. 
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Details  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 
Penodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups  : 

Entrants  1,494 

Second  age  group  995 

Third  age  group  712 


Total  3,201 

Number  of  other  periodic  inspections  1,283 


Grand  Total 


Other  Insp)ections  : 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  re-inspections  ... 


4,484 


1.433 

1,103 


Total  2,536 

Defects  Foundj: 

Of  the  pupils  examined  663  individual  pupils  were  found  to  re- 
quire treatment  for  one  or  more  defects.  The  following  tables  give  details 
of  the  defects  found  : — 


Group 

Defective 

Vision 

(excluding 

Squint). 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
table  of  defects 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

Entrants 

3.3 

154 

178 

Second  Age  Group 

100 

F 04 

152 

Third  Age  Group 

55 

40 

08 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

188 

207 

428 

Other  periodic  inspections 

100 

80 

235 

1 

GRAND  TOTAL 

348 

353 

063  1 

1 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  Ended  31sl 

December,  1949. 


(All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  pie  includ- 
ed in  this  return,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  the 
date  of  the  inspection.) 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections. 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observa- 
:ion  but  not: 
treatment 

1 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
Observa- 
tion but  not 
treatment 

Skin 

8 

9 

4 

2 

Eyes;  (a)  Vision 

348 

262 

121 

108 

(b)  Squint 

3 

5 

3 

3 

(c)  Other. ... 

5 1 

1 

12 

1 

8 

Ears:  (a)  Hearing  

5 

9 

1 

5 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

10 

2 

3 

1 

(c)  Other... 

• — 

2 

1 

6 

Nose  or  Throat  .... 

185 

158 

39 

66 

Speech 

2 

8 

11 

10 

Cervical  Glands  .... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation 

2 

14 

1 

9 

Lungs  

61 

3 

16 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

(b)  Other 

1 ^ 

15 

1 2 

3 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture 

7 

50 

1 

7 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

80 

59 

38 

30 

(c)  Other  . 

27 

i 

13 

7 

9 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy  .. 

1 

4 

1 

(b)  Other 

4 

18 

4 

5 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

23 

i 6 

20 

6 

(b)  Stability 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other 

29 

' 44 

7 

1 12 

1 

TOTAL 

i 701 

1 

753 

269 

310 

• 

General  Condition  : 


All, pupils  given  a routine  examination  are  classified  as  to  gener- 
al condition.  In  30%  this  was  considered  to  be  good,  in 
67.5  per  cent  to  be  fair  and  in  2.5  per  cent  to  be  poor.  Details  are  as 
follows  : — 


1 

Number 

(.\)  Good 

(R)  Fair 

(C) 

Poor 

Age  Group 

of  Pupils 
Inspected 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%of 
Col,  2 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

Entrants 

1494 

381 

26.6 

1074 

71.9 

39 

2.6 

Second  Age  Group 

995 

272 

27.4 

691 

69.4 

32 

3.2 

Third  .4gc  Group 

Other  Periodic 

712 

264 

37.1 

436 

61.1 

13 

1.8 

Inspections 

1283 

428 

33.4 

828 

64.6 

27 

2.1 

TOTAL 

4484 

1346 

30.0 

3028 

67.5 

111 

2.6 
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Other  Examinations  : 


In  addition  to  the  routine  and  special  examinations  of  children 
at  school  medical  inspections,  218  children  were  examined  at  -home  or  at 
school  for  various  reasons,  including  non-attendance  at  school,  suitablity 
to  attend  school  camps,  participate  ^n  part-time  employment  or  enter- 
tainment, and  regarding  the  need  for  special  educational  treatment. 


Arrangements  for  treatment. 

There  are  no  separate  School  Clinics  in  the  Division  but  school- 
children  are  seen  by  the  4Tiedical  officers  and  receive  treatment  for  minor 
ailments  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  During  the  year  951  attendances 
were  made  by  schoolchildren. 

Special  clinics  are  arranged  for  children  suffering  from  ear,  nose 
and  throat  defects  and  defective  vision.  The  former  are  held  at  the 
Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  Mr.  F.  Gamm  being  the  consultant  until 
the  31st  December,  1949.  During  the  year  10  sessions  were  held  and  225 
children  attended.  Operative  treatment  was  recommended  in  177  cases 
and  was  carried  out  in  47. 

Children  with  defective  vision  may  obtain  advice  and  treatment 
either  through  the  National  Health  Service  or  by  attending  special 
clinics  conducted  in  hired  premises  in  different  parts  of  the  Division  by 
Dr.  J.  V.  Kirkwood,  the  School  Oculist.  The  National  Health  Service 
Act  has  had  a very  retarding  influence  on  the  time  taken  to  obtain  glasses 
prescribed.  In  a recent  investigation  it  was  *found  to  be  quite  common 
for  a child  to  wait  6 or  even  9 months  for  a pair  ;of  glasses  as  compared 
with  2 or  3 weeks  when  they  were  provided  by  the  County  Council  under 
contract. 


The  parents  of  children  suffering  from  major  defects  are  advised 
to  seek  the  advice  of  their  family  practitioners. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  cases  treated 
under  the  Authority’s  schemes  and  those  treated  otherwise,  the  treatment 
tables  include  all  cases  known  to  the  Authority  to  have  received  itreat- 
ment  whether  at  their  own  clinics  or  elsewhere:  — 


Minor  Ailments  (Excluding  Uncleanliness). 


1 

No.  of  Defects 
treated  or  under 
treatment  during 
the  year. 

Skill;  Kiiigworiu — Scalp:  (i)  X-Ray  treatment 

(ii)  Otlier  Treatment 

i 

1 

4 

Ringworm — Body 

1 

5 ' 

Scabies 

2 

Imiietigc) 

27 

Otlier  skin  dLseascs 

, 

26 

1 

Eye  Disease;  (External  and  other,  but  excluding 
errors  of  refraction,  squint,  and 
cases  admitted  to  hospital) 

1 

44  1 

Ear  Uefecte : (Treatment  fori  serious  diseases  of 
the  ear,  e.g.  operative  treatment  in 
hospital,  are  not  recorded  here  but 
in  the  liody  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer’s  Annual  Rejiort) 

2o  ' 

Misc?ellaneous  : (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

434 

TOTAL 

568 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics 

1 

1 

951  * 

I 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Disease  treated  as  Minor 

Ailments.) 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint).  (Operations 
for  squint  are  recorded  separately  in  the  body  of 
the  School  Medical'  Ofiic'er’s  Report) 

496 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  under  Minor  Ailments) 

— 

TOTAL 

496 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  ; — 


(a)  prescribed 

(b)  obtained 


2oa 


302 

not  known 


Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat  : 


1 

Total  numljer 
treated. 

Hecoived  operative  treatment; 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

273 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

15 

: Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

— 

TOTAL 

288 

Children  with  orthopaedic  defects  were  referred  to  the  special 
West  Riding  County  Council  clinics  at  the  Halifax  Royal  Infirmary, 
Staincliffe  General  Hospital,  Dewsbury,  and  the  clinic  at  46,  Church 
Street,  Barnsley,  while  children  requiring  child  guidance  treatment  were 
invited  to  attend  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  Barnsley. 

In  addition  to  4 pupils  who  on  account  of  speech  defects  are 
on  the  Register  of  Handicapped  Pupils,  25  pupils  were  on  a waiting 
list  fbr  speech  therapy  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  facilities  are  at  pres- 
ent available  in  the  Division. 

Inspections  for  Cleanliness  : 

All  schools  are  visited  by  the  health  visitor  pt  least  once  a 
quarter  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  all  pupils  regarding  bodily  clean- 
liness. The , parents  of  children  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  (and 
for  this  purpose  nits  are  considered  to  beivermin)  are  visited  by  the  health 
visitor  and  are  sent  a communicaton  from  the  office.  The  more  heavily 
infested  cases  are  excluded  from  school  for  a few  days  in  order  to  give 
the  parents  an  opportunity  to  rid  the  children  of  vermin.  The  excluded 
children  are  re-examined  before  or  immediately  on  returning  to  school. 

During  the  year  23,417  examinations  were  made  and  1,189  instances 
of  infestation  were  found.  Athough  in  many  cases  the  infestation  was 
slight  and  frequently  the  same  children  were  found  to  be  infested  on  each 
visit,  the  fact  that  541  individual  pupils,  or  6.42%  of  the  school  popula- 
tion, were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  is  a grave  reflection  on 
parental  pare. 

Handicapp)ed  Pupils  ! 

A register  is  maintained  of  all  pupils  who  owing  to  some  mental 
or  physical  disability  require  special  educational  treatment-  During  the 
year  196  pupils  have  been  examined  with  reference  to  their  need  of  special 
educational  treatment,  and  recommendations  for  the  provision  of  same 
were  made  in  116  cases- 

At  the  end  of  the  year  145  pupils  were  included  in  the  register, 
the  sub-division  into  the  various  classes  being  as  follows  : — 


Maladjusted  b 

Deaf  2 

Delicate  

Speech  .- 4 

Partially  Sighted  6 

Blind  ^ 

Physically  Handicapped  20 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  89 


145 
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The  number  of  pupils  who  were  away  at  Special  Schools  at  the 
end  of  !the  year  was  13,  the  details  being  as  follows  : — > 


Category 

No.  away 

Location  of  Special  School 

Deaf 

2 

Royal  Residential  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Doncaster. 

Partially  Sighted 

3 

School  for  Partially  Sighted 
Children,  Fulwood,  Preston. 

Physically  Handicapped 

2 

1 at  Thorpe  Arch  Orthopaedic 
Hospital. 

1 at  Adela  Shaw  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Kirbymoorside. 

Delicate 

6 

2 at  Ingleborough  Hall,  Claphain. 

1 at  Rradstock  Lockett  Hospital, 
Southi)ort. 

3 at  Oak  Bank  Open  Air  School, 
Seven  oaks. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  places  in  Residential  Special  Schools 
and  Hostels  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  placing  pupils  in 
suitable  schools,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  79  pupils  in  the  following 


groups  were  awaiting  placement  : — 

Maladjusted  5 

Delicate  13 

Educationally  Sub-normal  49 

Blind  I 

Physically  Handicapped  8 

Partially  Sighted  3 

79 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  School  Premises 

Although  most  of  the  schools  in  the  Division  are  of  considerable 
age  they  are  generally  speaking  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  A 
number,  however,  lack  modern  sanitary  conveniences  and  there  is  a 
general  shortage  of  soap  and  towels. 

At  each  routine  medical  inspection  a tour  of  the  school  premises 
is  made  by  the.Visiting  medical  officer,  and  a report  submitted.  Partic- 
ulars of  any  sanitary  defects  found  are  sent  to  the  Divisional  Education 
Officer,  or  the  School  Correspondent  in  the  case  of  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  a request  made  that  the  defects  be  remedied^ as  soon  as  possible.  A 
copy  /of  the  letter  sent  is  passed  to  the  local  sanitary  inspector  and  he  is 
asked  to  follow  up  the  complaint  until  it  is  remedied. 

Care  and  After-Care 
Health  Visiting 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  9 Health  Visitors  were  engag- 
ed in  the  Division.  During  the  year  2 new  appointments  were  made  and 
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there  was  two  resignations.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown 
below  : — 


Urban  District 

Authorised 

Establishment 

Staff  at  31st  Dec.,  1949 

Colne  Valley 

I 

3 ‘ 

Den  by  Dale 

2 

1 

Hoi  in  firth 

4 

K irkburton 

1 

Meltham 

1 

1 

15 

9 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  by  health  ^’isitors 
during  the  year  : — ■ 


District 

Expectant 

.Mothers 

Children  under 

1 year  of  age 

Children 
Between  Ages 
of  1 and  5 Years 

Other 

Cases 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Vi.sits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

3'otal 

Visits 

Colne  Valley 

68 

138 

369 

2,284 

30 

1,916 

207 

Den  by  Dale 

67 

191 

191 

1,603 

104 

841 

114 

Holm  firth 

13 

20 

.344 

2,696 

6 

1,827 

190 

Kirkbnrton 

183 

424 

221 

2.168 

9 

2,485 

148 

Meltham 

58 

100 

103 

674 

9 

479 

58 

Division  20 

389 

873 

1,228 

9,425 

158 

7,549 

719 

Home  Nursing 


Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the  re-organ- 
isation of  the  Home  Nursing  Scrv’ice  with  the  view  ,to  separating  entirely 
home  nursing  from  midwifery.  A number  of  nurse, 'midwives  have  been 
relieved  of  midwifery  duties  and  become  full-time  home  nurses.  The 
establishment  of  home  nurses  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  the  staff  position  at  the  end  of  the 


year  are  as  follows  : — 


IT'ban  District 

Authorised 

Establishment 

Staff  at  31st  Dec.,  1949 

\ 

Colne  Valley 

3 

Home 

Nurses 

Nurse-  - 

yiidwives  1 

1 

1 ; 

, Denby  Dale 

2 

1 

0 1 

Holmfirth 

2 

3 

1 

; Kirkbnrton 

3 

— 

5 

Meltham 

1 

1 

Relief 

1 



1 

' 

Division  20 

12 

7 

9 
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Particulars  of  the  work  done  in  the  various  districts  by  the  home 
nurses  and  nurse/midwives  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  The 
amount  of  work  done  by  the  home  nurses  still  varies  considerably  and 
further  readjustment  of  districts  is  required  as  soon  as  this  can  be 
arranged . 


Home  Nursing 

Midwifery 

Trans- 

New 

1 Visits 

Confine- 

1 

Visits 

fers 

Patients 

j Paid 

ments 

Paid 

1 

Colne  Valley  Urban  District 
Golcar 

12 

166 

i 

3,506 

1 

11 

Marsclen  .. 

13 

Of) 

' 928 

26 

778 

Slaithwaite  and  Linthwaite 

! 12 

150 

2,345 

— 

1 

; 

37 

381 

6,779 

2() 

790 

1 Denby  Dale  Urban  District 
Denby  & Cumbenvorth 

0 

70 

1,392 

5 

133 

Clayton  West 

8 

60 

821 

0 

251  i 

1 Emley,  Skelmanthorpe,  Scissett 

27 

179 

3,508 

20 

434  1 

44 

299 

5,721 

34 

818 

Holmfirth  Urban  District  .. 
Holmfirth  ....  . 

30 

110 

2,466 

New  Mill 

23 

57 

2,486 

— 

Honley  .... 

21 

140 

2,710 

18 

548 

74 

307 

7,662 

18 

548 

Kirkburton  Urban  District 
Kirkheaton  and  Lepton 

7 

142 

2,2.54 

8 

167 

Kirkburton 

13 

108 

1,952 

25 

618 

Shelley 

() 

33 

978 

9 

312 

Shepley 

11 

60 

1.626 

4 

145 

Flockton 

12 

132 

2,606 

19 

467 

49 

475 

9,416 

(55 

1 

1,709 

1 

Meltham  Urban  District 

Meltham  ..  . ..  ....  ....  i 

1 

14 

130 

2,536 

4 j 

93 

Total  for  Divi.sion 

1 

218 

1,592 

32,114 

147  1 

1 

3,958 

Cases  Treated  : 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  anal3^se  the  types  and  duration 
of  cases  treated  during  the  year.  Jtihas  been  found  that  there  is  consid- 
erable variation  between  the  different  districts.  In  some,  the  nurses 
time  is  largely  devoted  ,to  attendance  on  the  chronic  sick,  whilst  m other 
districts  many  acute  medical  and  post-operative  surgical  cases  receive 
attention.  Increased  use  js  also  being  made  of  home  nurses  by  general 
practitioners  for  the  administration  of  drugs  by  injection,  and  paVticularlv 
of  penicillin. 


At  Emley  it  has  been  customary  for  some  time  past  for  the  nurse 
to  .hold  morning  and  evening  dressing  sessions  at  her  home.  This  has 
continued  and  during  the  year  28  patients  suffering  mainly  from  minor 
injuries  have  made  179  attendances. 
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Cases  Discharged  : 

Of /the  1,374  cases  the  nurses  ceased  to  attend  during  the  year. 
1,015  were  discharged  as  recovered,  150  were  transferred  to  hospital  and 
209  died. 

The  tables  given  below  show  the  duration  of  treatment  and  the 
number  ^f  visits  paid  to  patients  in  each  group. 


Patients  under  Treatment 

Recovered 

Patients. 

Transferred 

Died 

Less  than  1 week 

356 

68 

86 

1-  2 weeks 

288 

20 

31 

2-  4 weeks 

225 

20 

33 

4-13  weeks 

123 

27 

37 

3-  6 months  .. 

16 

9 

13 

' Over  6 months 

7 

6 

9 

TOTAL 

1,015 

150 

209 

Number  of  Visits  Paid 

To  Patients  Who 

Recovered 

Transferred 

Died 

3 or  less 

256 

37 

36 

4-  7 

258 

35 

55 

8-15  

313 

34 

50 

16-30  

129 

27 

19 

31-50  

38 

10 

19 

51-75  

13 

4 

13 

76-100  

4 

1 

9 

Over  100  

4 

2 

8 

TOTAL  

1,015 

150 

209 

Types  of  Cases  Attended. 

The  new  cases  attended  and  the  total  visits  paid  have,  as  last 
year,  been  analysed.  From  the  table  given  below  it  will  be  seen  that 
Septic  Conditions  provided  the  largest  number  of  new  cases  (217).  Post 
Operative  Dressings  (168)  were  the  ne.xt  most  frequent  and  showed  a 
considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year-  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  (120)  were  followed  by  Injuries  (87),  Acute  Abdom- 
inal Conditions  (86)  and  Constipation  (86). 

New  cases  of  Cancer,  all  sites,  numbered  47  as  compared  with 
36  in  the  second  half  of  the  previous  year,  and  those  of  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  were  43  and  63  respectively. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  cases  of  the  various  dis- 
eases bears  little  relationship  to  the  number  of  new  cases. 

Patients  suffering  from  the  following  conditions  received  the 


largest  number  of  visits  : — 

Septic  Conditions  3-^02  Visits 

Post-Operative  Dressings  3-209 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation  2,876 

Senility  2,823  -» 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  j 2.523 

Rheumatism  and  Arthritis  i.99i 

Cancer  (all  sites)  1,642  ,, 

Injuries  
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The  number  of  acute  cases  dealt  with  varies  very  much  in  the 
different  nurses’  districts,  but  on  the  average  it  would  appear  that  more 
time  is  spent  on  the  nursing  of  cases  of  chronic  illness  than  on  acute  work, 
although  there  has  been  a natable  increase  in  the  number  of  post-opera- 
tive cases  attended. 


Type  of  Case 

New  Cases 

Visits  Paid 

Infectious 

12 

108 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis ... 

13 

321 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .... 

2 

38 

Influenza  .... 

12 

122 

Pneumonia 

63 

1,196 

Bronchitis 

43 

572 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

29 

387 

Cancer  of  Uterus  ... 

3 

27 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  lnte.stines 

10 

269 

Cancer  of  Breast  . . . 

2 

85 

Cancer  of  Other  Sites 

32 

1 , 261 

Diabetes  . 

6 

870 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .... 

60 

2,523 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation 

120 

2,876 

Post-Operative  Dressings 

168 

3,209 

Injuries 

87 

1,361  1 

Burns  and  Scalds 

64 

820  1 

Septic  Conditions  (Boils,  Abscesses,  Carbuncles) 

217 

3,602  1 

Uterine  Prolapse 

53 

692  1 

Other  Gynaecological  Cases 

42 

404 

Male  Genito-urinary  Conditions 

3 

303 

Rheumatic  and  Arthritic  Conditions  .... 

31 

1,991 

Ear  and  Eye  Conditions 

47 

401 

Varicose  Ulcers  ....  ....  ....  

14 

539 

Impetigo  .... 

2 

12 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ....  

17 

■ 380 

Chronic  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  .... 

17 

511 

Mastitis  ....  . . ....  ....  

19 

218 

Acute  Abdominal  Conditions 

86 

706 

Constipation 

86 

288 

Thrombosis 

19 

276 

Infantile  Disorders 

63 

216 

Circumcision 

54 

344 

Senility 

80 

2,823 

Other  Conditions  ..  . 

236 

2,363 

TOTAL  

1,812 

32,114  ! 

Housing  and  Travelling  Facilities  for  Home  Nurses  and  Midwives. 

Difficulties  with  regard  to  housing  and  transport  have  been  en- 
countered during  the  year  but  provision  of  3 additional  motor  cars  by 
the  County  Council,  and  the  private  purchase  of  a car  by  a midwife  has 
eased  the  situation  somewhat.  At  the  end  of  the  year  5 home  nurses, 
3 nurse/midwives  and  one  midwife  were  using  County  Council  cars; 
one  home  nurse,  3 nurse/midwives  and  5 midwives  were  receiving  a 
travelling  allowance  for  the  use  of  their  own  cars;  and  one  home  nurse, 
2 nurse/midwives  and  one  midwife  had  to  depend  on  public  transport  as 
a means  of  conveyance. 

A telephone  has  also  been  installed  at  the  home  of  one  nurse/ 
midwife  where  this  facility  ^vas  i\ot  previously  available. 

Home  Help  Service. 

Little  progress  was  made  \rith  the  enlargement  of  the  Home 
Help  Service  until  June  1949  when  the  wages  and  conditions  of  service 
of  home  helps  were  improved.  Since  then  there  has  been  a slow  stream 
of  entrants  to  the  service  but  at  no  time  has  half  the  number  of  home 
helps  allocated  to  the  Division^been  employed.  The  difficulty  is  recruit- 
ing suitable  women  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a great  shortage  of  female 
labour,  both  full  and  part-time,  in  the  textile  factories  of  the  area,  and 
women  out-workers  can  easily  obtain  part-time  work  at  home. 
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In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  home  helps  it  has  been  possible  tor 
some  help,  although  not  always  adequate,  to  be  given  to  almost  every 
applicant.  During  the  year  56  cases  were  provided  with  home  helps,  the 
reasons  for  the  provision  being  as  follows  : — 


(i)  111  29 

(ii)  Lying-in  I2 

(iii)  Expectant  mothers  5 

(iv)  Aged  8 

(v)  Children  of  school  age  2 

*”56 


The  Divisional  establishment  of  full-time  home  helps  is  17,  whilst 
the  average  number  employed  during  the  period  ist  April  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1949,' was  4.75.  At  the  end  of  the  year  16  part-time  home  helps  were 
on  the  register. 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention. 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  provides  that, 
“where  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a county  district  certifies  that  a 
person  is  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being  aged,  infirm  or 
physically  incapacitated  is  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
is  unable  to  devote  to  himself,  and  is  not  receiving  from  other  persons, 
proper  care  and  attention  the  County  District  Council  may  apply  to  a 
court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  order  to  remove  the  person  to  a suit- 
able hospital  or  other  place  and  be  maintained  there.''’ 

Action  was  taken  under  this  section  in  the  Colne  Valley  Urban 
District  during  1949,  as  follows  : — 

An  elderly  infirm  woman  living  alone  in  insanitary  con- 
ditions and  unfit  to  look  after  herself  was  removed  in  March 
by  Order  of  the  Court  to  Stanley  View,  Wakefield,  for  3 months. 

The  Order  has  been  renewed  at  3 monthly  intervals  and  is  still  in 
force. 


Ambulance  Service. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice Act,  1946,  an  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  County  Council. 
The  Division  is  known  as  Ambulance  District  No.  16,  and  the  depot  is 
situate  at  (Springwood  Street,  Huddersfield.  Telephone  No.  4966. 

The  service  is  provided  free  of  charge  for  all  journeys,  subject 
to  a proviso  that  except  in  an  emergency,  journeys  outside  the  Leeds, 
Sheffield  and  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  areas  respectively,  shall  re- 
quire the  prior  approval  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  expressed  through 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Huddersfield  Depot  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  which 
have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  V.  Whitaker,  the  County  Ambulance 
Officer,  much  of  the  work  'consists  of  the  conveyance  of  patients  for 
treatment  as  out-patients  at  various  hospitals  and  particularly  at  the 
Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmar^^ 

Of  13,079  patients  carried  during  the  year,  it, 086  were  hos- 
pital out-patients,  10,925  being  sitting  cases.  The  large  amount  of 
this  type  of  work  necessitates  a number  of  patients  travelling  together  and 
detoure  have  often  to  be  made.  As  a result  delays  sometimes  occur  m 
the  amival  and  despatch  of  patients  at  the  hospitals.  Any  complaints 
received  are  investigated,  as  are  also  any  questions  of  the  use  or  abuse  of 
ambulance  facilities. 
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In  all,  during  the  year  the  ambulances  from  the  Huddersfield 
County  Depot  made  6,346  journeys  involving  110,471  miles  and  carried 
13,079  patieats,  2,154  of  these  being  stretcher  cases- 

Particulars  of  the  cases  carried  are  given  below  : — ■ 


Accident  147 

Urgent  5®^^ 

Maternity  T58 

Infectious  13 

Mental  44 

(ieneral  1.125 

Out-Patients  11,086 


13.079 


In  addition  to  the  ambulances  stationed  at  the  Huddersfield 
Depot,  an  ambulance,  the  property  of  the  Holmfirth  Urban  District 
Council  is  operated  as  part  of  the  County  Service.  This  ambulance  is 
available  for  accident  work  in  the  Holmfirth  area,  the  staff  coming  on 
duty  when  called.  During  the  year  the  Holmfirth  ambulance  carried  99 
cases  and  travelled  591  miles. 

Mental  Health. 

The  mental  health  work  in  the  Division  consists  mainly  of  the 
supervision  of  defectives  under  voluntary  and  statutoiy'  supervision  and 
under  guardianship  orders. 

The  work  is  done  mainly  by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker 
who  also  provides  reports  about  the  home  conditions  of  defectives  for  the 
information  of  Hospital  Management  Committees,  when  applications  for 
leave  of  absence  or  renewal  of  licence  are  under  consideration.  The  Social 
Worker  also  gives  training  in  handicrafts  of  various  sorts  to  suitable 
patients. 


VTry  little  has  been  done  regarding  the  provision  of  personal 
histories  and  background  information  relating  to  patients  admitted  to  and 
discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals,  as  ithis  work  in  the  Division  is  largely 
done  by  the  Social  Worker  attached  to  the  local  Mental  Hospital. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  patients  under  supervision 
was  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

1 

Total  ! 

Under  Guardianship 

2 

4 

<•  i 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

30 

20 

50  ; 

On  Licence  from  Institutions  . . 

2 

5 j 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

— 

2 

0 ' 

Observation 

3 

1 

A 
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